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October 3, 2008
Doug Konkin
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Forests and Range
PO Box 9525 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC
V8W 9C3
Dear Doug Konkin:
Re:

Response to the Board’s High Retention Harvesting Report, SR 20

Thank‐you for your response of July 30, 2008, to the Forest Practices Board recommendations in
our special investigation report on high retention harvesting on the BC Coast. We are pleased
that government has recognized the issues raised by this investigation, and is working with
industry and the ABCFP to respond.
The Board would be interested in an update on progress in both the strategic direction for high
retention harvesting and the discussion paper on appropriate stocking standards. I will have
staff follow‐up in a year or so to check on progress with the ongoing initiatives.
We recognize that this is a complex issue and that adaptive management will be an important
consideration in finding solutions. We hope our report does not lead to a stifling of innovation
or a prohibition on the practice of high retention harvesting or the use of multi‐story stocking
standards while guidance is being developed. We fully appreciate that trade‐offs must be made
between the economic benefits of harvesting and the environmental and social constraints some
of these sites can pose, but we believe those trade‐offs should be made explicit where they are
the reason for the harvest system.
Yours sincerely,

Bruce Fraser, PhD
Chair
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January 16, 2009

Doug Konkin
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Forests and Range
PO Box 9525 Stn Prov Govt
Victoria, BC V8W 9C3
Dear Doug Konkin:
Re:

Response to the Board’s High Retention Harvesting Report, SR 20

Thank‐you for your response of July 30, 2008, to the recommendations in our special
investigation report on High Retention Harvesting on the BC Coast. Since we received your
letter, we have made revisions to the report in response to issues raised by Interfor, and have
just now reposted the report on our website. We very much appreciate the involvement of
Forest Ministry staff and executive in the discussions that have taken place regarding the report
revisions.
As these revisions did not affect our original recommendations, we accept your July letter as the
Ministry’s response. We are pleased that government has recognized the issues raised by this
investigation, and is working with industry and the ABCFP to address them.
The Board would be interested in an update on progress in both the strategic direction for high
retention harvesting and the discussion paper on appropriate stocking standards. I will have
staff follow‐up in a year or so to check on progress with the ongoing initiatives.
Yours sincerely,

Bruce Fraser, PhD
Chair
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