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File: 97325-20/2011-01 

 

May 31, 2017 

 

 

Tim Sheldan, Deputy Minister 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations PO Box 9352 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, BC V8W 9E2 

Dear Tim Sheldan: 

Re: Community Watersheds: From Objectives to Results on the Ground, Special Investigation, 
FPB/SIR/40, April 2014 

I am writing regarding FLNRO’s progress towards implementing recommendations 
made by the Forest Practices Board in its investigation, Community Watersheds: From 
Objectives to Results on the Ground, published in April 2014. 

In that report, we made the following recommendations to address key findings in the 
investigation: 

1. Strengthening FRPA’s requirements for the protection of drinking water. 
Government should undertake a review of FRPA’s requirements for the protection of 
drinking water generally, and in community watersheds specifically. 

2. Strengthening the content and approval of forest stewardship plans. Government 
should provide clear direction to delegated decision-makers that ensures results and 
strategies in FSPs pertaining to the community watershed objective are measurable or 
verifiable. 

3. Ensuring the content of professional assessments is meaningful. The Association of 
BC Forest Professionals and the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists 
of BC should develop guidance for their members on the appropriate content of a 
watershed or hydrological assessment. 

4. Monitoring the protection of drinking water. Government should expand its 
monitoring of the effectiveness of forest and range practices in protecting water quality 
to include water used for drinking both within and outside of community watersheds. 

https://www.bcfpb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/SIR40-Community-Watersheds-From-Objectives-to-Results-on-the-Ground.pdf
https://www.bcfpb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/SIR40-Community-Watersheds-From-Objectives-to-Results-on-the-Ground.pdf
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5. Updating the status of community watersheds. Government should undertake a 
comprehensive review of the status of community watersheds and determine which 
watersheds warrant designation and require special management. 

The Board requested that government advise it of progress made and the timelines for 
implementing the recommendations, which FLNRO did in October 2014.  In its 
response, the Ministry endorsed the Board’s recommendations, but indicated an 
apprehension with how to implement the recommendations. In July 2015 and 
November 2016, we received progress updates outlining the status of implementing 
our recommendations. 

After three years, many meetings, document reviews and conversations focused on helping 
FLNRO review our findings and assess ways to implement the recommendations, we have 
concluded that: 

Recommendation #1:  

There is no action planned while a community watershed policy analysis continues 
over the next year to determine if FRPA changes are warranted. 

Recommendation #2: 

The Ministry issued a guidance letter from the chief forester, expectation letters from 
district managers and an interpretation bulletin from Resource Practices Branch to 
strengthen content and approval of FSP’s.  The effectiveness of this direction will be 
evaluated through the measurability and verifiability of results and strategies in future 
FSPs pertaining to the community watershed objective. 

Recommendation #3: 

At this time, there is no guidance document for professionals on the appropriate 
content of a watershed or hydrological assessment, from the Association of BC Forest 
Professionals and the Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of BC, it 
is still in development. 

Recommendation #4: 

In 2017, government will implement a FREP draft plan to monitor “sensitive” 
community watersheds. There is no plan to monitor other watersheds that provide 
surface water for human consumption. 

#5: 

In 2016, government completed a comprehensive report on the status of community 
watersheds. Government has not utilized this information to determine if the 
classification of community watershed is valid for all designated watersheds. 
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We conclude that government has partially implemented our recommendations. We 
encourage government to continue working to address the key findings of our 
investigation to assure a safe supply of drinking water from lands managed under FRPA. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Timothy S. Ryan, RPF 
Chair 

 


