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File: 97250-20/19042 

 

September 20, 2022 

 

VIA EMAIL: Sara.Cotter@canfor.com 

Sara Cotter, RPF 
Forest Management System & Tenures Coordinator 
Canadian Forest Products Ltd. 
5162 Northwood Pulp Mill Road 
Prince George BC  V2L 4W2 
 
Dear Sara Cotter: 

Re: Canfor’s response to recommendations - Complaint Investigation 19042 

Thank you for your September 8, 2022 letter responding to the recommendations the Forest 
Practices Board made in its Logging in Fisher Habitat Near Prince George, BC report. 

The Board recommended that government clarify its expectations to licensees for application of 
best practices for fisher, including application of the fisher tool in the Prince George Natural 
District. Once government did so, the Board recommended that Canfor incorporate 
government’s expectations into its forest stewardship plan. 

Government has since told the Board it will not be clarifying non-legal expectations, but will 
instead develop legal provisions for the management and protection of fisher habitat. 

Despite this, we understand that Canfor is taking significant steps to improve its fisher habitat 
management planning and practices including the identification of high-quality habitat during 
cutblock design, improved in-block retention for denning sites and connectivity, and training 
for staff and contractors. 

We are encouraged by Canfor’s commitment to the improvement of fisher management and we 
will continue to monitor this important issue as government implements legal provisions and 
licensees address them through their planning and practices. 

Sincerely, 

Bruce Larson  
Acting Chair 
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September 8, 2022 
 
EMAIL: Chris.Oman@bcfpb.ca 
Chris Oman, Director of Investigations 
Forest Practices Board 
PO Box 9905 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria, BC 
V8W 9R1 
 
Dear Chris: 
 
Re: Canfor’s response to recommendations – Complaint Investigation 19042 
 
We are pleased to respond to the Forest Practices Board recommendations in its May 2021 report, 
“Logging in Fisher Habitat near Prince George” (Complaint Investigation 19042). Canfor has significantly 
improved its awareness of and approach to fisher habitat management since the report was issued.  
 
As per our communications with you via email messages in October and November 2021, we are aware of 
the Ministry’s August 2021 response to the Board’s recommendations and have been awaiting clarification 
of the government’s expectations regarding fisher habitat management before providing our response to 
the Board. 
 
Although no clarification of expectations has yet been received, we note the following efforts to improve 
fisher habitat management on Canfor’s operations: 
 

• Canfor’s Habitat Biologist has been working with operational staff to review the version of the 
government’s Fisher Tool released in 2021; this work includes close communication with members 
of the BC Fisher Conservation Team. 

• We are currently working on incorporation of the habitat modeling from the newest version of the 
Fisher Tool into our spatial data, to support the identification and consideration of high-quality 
habitat during cutblock design and layout.  

• Canfor divisions in BC have improved in-block retention practices that will benefit fisher habitat. 
These include more trees left standing (scattered or in patches), emphasis on deciduous tree 
retention (for denning sites), coarse woody debris piles and windrows (to enhance connectivity & 
provide resting sites), and protection of advanced conifer regeneration (to provide security cover 
and allow more rapid re-use of harvested areas by fishers) 

• Initial review of these improved practices indicate that targets generated by the Fisher Habitat Tool 
can be achieved in most cases. 

• Canfor staff at our Houston, BC division have implemented a process to gather more information on 
the abundance and characteristics of rust brooms in pre-harvest stands. Recommendations for 
retention of specific densities of these features is a consistent recommendation of the Fisher 
Habitat Tool, but natural occurrence data are severely lacking. 

• Canfor now delivers annual spring training for staff and layout contractors focusing on fisher 
awareness, habitat requirements and recognition / protection in the field. 
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In addition to these ‘on-the-ground’ changes to improve fisher habitat management in the central 
interior, Canfor is involved with additional projects that relate to the conservation of fishers and 
improved habitat management in BC: 

  

• Canfor’s Habitat Biologist and divisional Planning and Permitting staff participated in a series of 
webinars hosted by the Fisher Conservation Team in 2021-22 for the central interior and boreal 
populations of fisher; in addition, Canfor had strong representation on an industry-specific workshop 
on fisher habitat management hosted by the Fisher Conservation Team in February 2022.  

• Canfor’s Prince George field staff recently worked with a member of the Fisher Conservation Team 
in the creation of an instructional video on block layout considerations for fisher habitat; this video 
will be posted to the Fisher Habitat BC website in the near future. 

• Canfor is supporting a UBCO research project investigating use partial cuts, retention cuts, and 
clearcuts by fishers and other carnivores. We are also investigating other fisher-related research 
possibilities on the John Prince Research Forest near Fort St James.  

• Modifications were made to existing Site Plans & Logging Plans to retain more fisher habitat 
features on selected cutblocks in Canfor’s Fort St John operations as an operational trial. 

• Canfor donated lumber to indigenous and community groups for the construction of special ‘fisher 
exclusion’ boxes for marten trapping.  

• Canfor staff are engaged in the government’s process of spatializing the Prince George TSA 
Biodiversity Order (“the Order”), which includes consideration of fisher habitat as part of a multi-
value approach to broader biodiversity planning. Canfor’s Forest Stewardship Plans in the PGTSA 
include results/strategies in relation to the Order and will be amended accordingly once the 
spatialization process is complete. 
 

Canfor has demonstrated an ongoing commitment to improving fisher habitat management across our BC 
operations. In addition to the efforts outlined above, we anticipate that government will ultimately clarify 
expectations for the management and protection of fisher habitat, upon which these expectations will be 
addressed in an appropriate manner. 
 

Please let us know if you have further questions or comments. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Sara Cotter, RPF 
Forest Management System & Tenures Coordinator 
 
Sara.Cotter@canfor.com 
250-961-3804 
 
 
Cc:  Mark Phinney, Habitat Biologist, Canfor  

Kari Stuart-Smith, Manager – Biodiversity and Wildlife, Canfor 
 Cheryl Hodder, A/Woodlands Manager – Vanderhoof Woodlands, Canfor 
 Janine Gervais, Woodlands Manager – Prince George Woodlands, Canfor 
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Ref:   266387 

 

August 24, 2021 

 

EMAIL: kevin.kriese@bcfpb.ca 

Kevin Kriese, Chair 

Forest Practices Board 

PO Box 9905 Stn Prov Govt 

Victoria, British Columbia 

V8W 9R1 

 

Dear Kevin Kriese: 

On behalf of the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural 

Development (FLNRORD), I ask you to please accept this letter as Government’s response to 

the Forest Practices Board’s recommendations in its report Logging in Fisher Habitat near 

Prince George, BC (May 2021). 

As the Forest Practices Board is likely aware, FLNRORD is currently drafting a provincial 

Fisher Management Plan as outlined in the ministry’s response to the investigation report 

Timber Salvage Harvesting and Fisher Management in the Nazko Area, 2018.   This 

Provincial Management Plan will support fisher management on a go forth basis, including 

providing strategic direction and a coordinated approach to conservation actions for this 

species across the province. 

Included below are FLNRORD’s responses to the Board’s report on this operational issue 

related to forest harvesting in fisher habitat near Prince George.  More specifically, 

FLNRORD partially accepts the board’s recommendations.   

Forest Practices Board Report Recommendations 1 and 2: 

Ministry of Forests Lands Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development (FLNRORD) 

promptly clarify its expectations to licensees for application of best practices for fisher, 

including application of the fisher tool in the Prince George Natural Resource District. 

Once FLNRORD clarifies its expectations, Canfor incorporate them into its forest 

stewardship plan. 

 

 

Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations 
and Rural Development 

Omineca Natural  
Resource Region 

Mailing Address: 
499 George Street 
Prince George, BC V2L 1R5 
Location:  WIDC Building, 6th Floor 

Tel: (250)561-3479 
Fax: (250)561-3476 

Website:         www.gov.bc.ca/for/ 
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Government Response: 

Although FLNRORD agrees with the use of best management practices, using the fisher tool, 

professional reliance and continuing to work with forest professionals on training and 

information dissemination, we are concerned with the Board recommendation to set 

expectations and direct agreement holders to include non-legislated guidance into their 

respective Forest Stewardship Plan.  This approach likely diminishes the value of qualified 

professionals and professional reliance while setting the expectation that District Manager’s 

will prescribe these practices for all species at risk.   

In the meantime, FLNRORD has many ongoing fisher related initiatives, including: 

• Continuing work with forest licence holders to ensure their forest professionals have 

access to best available information and training related to fisher, including best 

management practices and the fisher tool. 

• Initiation of a project to develop a provincial fisher management plan, recovery plan 

and respective implementation plans.  This work will continue in the coming year and 

will develop information to inform provincial management including information and 

guidance to support improved forest planning in fisher habitat by forest licence 

holders, including CANFOR.   

• Actively working with BC Trappers to modify current trapping equipment to reduce 

bi-catch on at risk fisher populations. 

• Currently assessing the need to modify fisher trapping regulations given population 

trends and the recent red listing of the Central Interior population by the British 

Columbia Conservation Data Centre.  

 

Forest Practices Board Report Recommendation 3: 

FLNRORD apply the legal provisions in FRPA to identify and conserve the habitat required 

for fisher in the Prince George Natural Resource District. 

Government Response: 

FLNRORD agrees with this recommendation.  FLNRORD intends to apply the legal 

provisions within FRPA to identify and conserve the habitat required for fisher.  Work is 

currently underway within FLNRORD assessing the appropriate tool to use based on the 

specific circumstances in the District of Prince George, while also assessing opportunities to 

expand these tools for application across the province.  The process to identify and conserve 

fisher habitat will be either a Section 7 Notice, pursuant to the Forest Planning and Practice 

Regulation, or Wildlife Habitat Areas (WHA), as outlined in the Government Action 

Regulation.  These tools set legal direction regarding the management of fisher habitat and 

they will also describe the amount, distribution and attributes of the habitat that needs special 

management.  This work is currently underway and is considered a priority for FLNRORD 

staff in Omineca Natural Resource Region.  Once delivered, FLNRORD expects this legal 

direction will address all three of the Board’s recommendations.   
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Congruent with this legal direction, FLNRORD has ongoing work to spatialize the  

Prince George TSA Biodiversity Order as described in FLNRORD’s response to the recent 

Management of Biodiversity in the Prince George Timber Supply Area (2020) investigation.  

As part of this spatialization process, fisher habitat is being considered as part of multi-value 

approach to broader biodiversity planning.  It is anticipated that this work will have 

significant benefits to fisher and other provincial species at risk at the landscape scale, which 

as noted in your report, is currently lacking in the planning unit. 

In closing, I would like to again thank the Forest Practices Board for its report and 

recommendations on Logging in Fisher Habitat near Prince George, BC.  The ministry looks 

forward to continued engagement with the Forest Practices Board on management of fisher 

and other species at risk. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 
Lori Borth 

Acting Regional Executive Director  

Omineca Natural Resource Region 

 

pc:  Mike Hykaway, Acting Assistant Deputy Minister, North Area 

 Diane Nicholls, Assistant Deputy Minister, Chief Forester 

 David Muter, Assistant Deputy Minister, Resource Stewardship Division 

 Russ Laroche, Executive Director, Species at Risk Recovery Branch 

 John Huybers, District Manager, Prince George Natural Resource District 

 James Jacklin, Director of Resource Management, Omineca Natural Resource Region 

 Rachael Pollard, Acting Director, Resource Practices Branch 

 Norah White, Manager, Sustainable Resource Management, Resource Practices Branch 
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November 1, 2021 

 

VIA Email 

Lori Borth 
Regional Executive Director 
Omineca Natural Resource Region 
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural  

Resource Operations and Rural Development  
499 George St.  
Prince George, BC  V2L 1R5 

Dear Lori Borth: 

Re: Government's response to recommendations - Complaint Investigation 19042 

Thank you for your August 24, 2021 letter responding to the recommendations the Forest 
Practices Board made in its Logging in Fisher Habitat Near Prince George, BC report, and for 
meeting with us on October 4, 2021. 

The Board made three recommendations: 

1. Ministry of Forests Lands Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 
(FLNRORD) promptly clarify its expectations to licensees for application of best 
practices for fisher, including application of the fisher tool in the DPG. 
2. Once FLNRORD clarifies its expectations, Canfor incorporate them into its forest 
stewardship plan.  
3. FLNRORD apply the legal provisions in FRPA to identify and conserve the habitat 
required for fisher in the DPG. 

Fisher is a red-listed species because it is particularly vulnerable to disturbance, especially from 
forest harvesting. The Board directed recommendation 1 to government, and recommendation 2 
to Canfor, to encourage the management of fisher habitat in the short term, recognizing that 
legal provisions to manage fisher habitat (recommendation 3) may take some time. 

We understand that government is concerned that by clarifying its expectations to licensees for 
application of best practices for fisher, including application of the fisher tool 
(recommendation 1), it could be perceived as directing licensees to adopt non-legal 
requirements, and this might diminish the value of professional reliance. However, setting  
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non-legal expectations of licensees is part of the FRPA framework of continuous improvement, 
and a multi-faceted approach of legal and non-legal measure has proven necessary for the 
effective management of wildlife. An example of government’s expectations for the 
management of goshawk habitat in the Skeena Region is referenced below 1.  The Board fully 
appreciates that expectations are not legal requirements, and that licensees could decide to take 
another approach based on professional advice. 

We are encouraged that government agrees with recommendation 3 and that work is underway 
to identify and conserve fisher habitat through either a Section 7 notice or wildlife habitat areas. 
Government is optimistic that this will be done in the new year. However, the potential for 
unforeseen delays and the timelines associated with forest stewardship plan renewal 
underscore the need for immediate action to protect fisher habitat, and we believe that could 
easily be done through a letter of expectations.  Even if the province is able to quickly 
implement legal objectives, there will be a need to clarify how the fisher tool and related best 
practices can be used by professionals and licensees to achieve those objectives. 

We will continue to monitor government's progress in managing fisher habitat and we would 
appreciate an update as planned legal provisions are implemented. Thank you for your positive 
response to recommendation 3. Now that we have clarified what the Board hoped to achieve 
through its recommendations, we consider the file closed. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Kriese,  
Chair 

cc: Mike Hykaway, Acting Assistant Deputy Minister, North Area 
Diane Nicholls, Assistant Deputy Minister, Chief Forester 
David Muter, Assistant Deputy Minister, Resource Stewardship Division 
Russ Laroche, Executive Director, Species at Risk Recovery Branch 
John Huybers, District Manager, Prince George Natural Resource District 
James Jacklin, Director of Resource Management, Omineca Natural Resource Region 
Rachael Pollard, Acting Director, Resource Practices Branch 
Xin Yuan, Sustainable Forest Management Policy Forester, Resource Practices Branch 

                                                
1ftp://ftp.for.gov.bc.ca/DND/external/!publish/FSP/2016%20FSP%20Expectation%20Supporting%20In
formation/Goshawk%20expectation%20letter.pdf  

ftp://ftp.for.gov.bc.ca/DND/external/!publish/FSP/2016%20FSP%20Expectation%20Supporting%20Information/Goshawk%20expectation%20letter.pdf
ftp://ftp.for.gov.bc.ca/DND/external/!publish/FSP/2016%20FSP%20Expectation%20Supporting%20Information/Goshawk%20expectation%20letter.pdf
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